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MEMORANDUM
To: Governor Tate Reeves
From: 
Date: 28/4/2021
Subject: Restricting Transgender Women from Participating in Women's Sports Programs
It is now in the public domain that Title IX proposed a bill to bar transgender women from participating in women’s sports. Recently, you have signed the bill on March 11, 2021. The public learns that Idaho made this move last year, and it has received considerations from lawmakers in other states. To affirm your decision, you tweeted that you proudly signed the Mississippi Fairness Act to ensure that young girls are not made to compete with what you termed as “biological males’. The public has learned that this bill will necessitate public schools and universities to have their athletes compete based on the sex they were given at birth and not gender identity. Also, the public learns that this bill is supposed to take effect on July 1 if it is not challenged in court. 
The signing of this bill was extremely disappointing and even hazardous. With such a bill, there are significant collateral consequences on transgender youths involved. This is not by any means an abstract principle. For instance, telling a transgender child or teen that what they consider as their identity is not real and that it is imaginative poses some collateral consequences. It is essential to understand that queer and transgender athletes already have so much to deal with.  Excluding them from what they can use to express themselves is inhuman and catastrophic.
Notably, you, among other proponents of this bill, say that this legislation is required to uphold justice in women’s athletics by reducing what they term as a performance advantage that transgender sportspersons have. I want to say that this is a false argument and is only used to discriminate against transgender Americans. It is crucial to consider that these kinds of proposals that you, among other legislators, are signing without considering overall factors open doors for the humiliation of women and girls who do not fit the notions of feminineness deemed acceptable in the culture. 
Scientifically, men have a 10% to 12% performance advantage over women on average. The sports systems have accredited this difference to the level of testosterone in males. Suppose your argument as a proponent of the bill is that transgender women have a competitive advantage due to some levels of testosterone hormones in their bodies. In that case, the question is, are transgender athletes systematically winning everything? It is straightforward; this is not the case. It is worth noting that higher levels of male hormone testosterone are linked with better performance in few athletic categories such as 400 meters, 800 meters, hammer throw, and pole vault. This undoubtedly does not explain the whole 10 to 12 percent variance. 
There is a long history of discrimination in the world of sports. Discrimination has always targeted women that look different. Also, the science of whether the testosterones provide a performance advantage to transgender women is not established clearly. It cannot be satisfactorily argued out or considered as the basis for barring transgender women from participating in women's sports. Disturbingly, the elite's sports level rules have affected women, not all women, but women with the Y chromosome. In most cases, this is triggered by women who look different. Therefore, it is pretty disturbing to see that the rules at the elite sports level and related issues at the elite level have now come down to middle school, high school, and colleges. 
The solution is to focus on embracing diversity instead of focusing on relative notions of fairness. It is important to note that every sport requires different talents and different anatomies to facilitate success. For instance, the body of a shot-put champion and that of a marathon runner are completely different. Additionally, it is crucial to understand that a transgender woman may have a performance advantage in the basketball field due to her height but may have a disadvantage when it comes to gymnastics. Therefore, it is not considerate to argue one on one that transgender women have a competitive advantage over other women due to the testosterone hormone in their bodies. As such, fostering fairness is not passing discriminative bills; rather, it should be about vetoing such bills that discriminate against a group and formulate policies that support them by embracing diversity and inclusivity.
[bookmark: _GoBack]This opinion and proposal regarding the subject may seem different from the philosophy you had employed or considered when you signed the bill. However, it is imperative to consider all factors surrounding the issue before deciding on it. The bill is more discriminative than inclusive with due consideration of all underlying factors surrounding it. Therefore, the right direction to move is vetoing the bill because failing to do so will result in trans-women of America feeling discriminated against and isolated altogether. I hope to hear your feedback regarding the issue.
Best regards,





